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PREFACE, 



TH E celebrated Dean df St. Patrick 
fomcwhere obfcrves, thaf a man of ta- 
lents no Tooner emerge from obfcurity, than 
all thp J)lockheads are inftantly up in arms 
againft him. Fully pcrfuaded of the truth b{ 
this ob^rv^\ip9, i inovid hftv^e hc^n prcJpax:- 
cd for hoftility, had I imagined myfelf a man 
of talents ; byJU klVWying xhe contrary too 
well, I little expeded that the harmlefs cflays 
fjppr ixiy pen would haveconjurei^ up svgainft 
nie this numerous and ftupid hoft. It is their 
misfortune ' never tP.form a right conception of 
any pcrfon or thing, and therefore their abufc 
is not always a certain prpof of mprit in the 
obje6t dn which it is bellowed : their igno- 
flinq^ leffiains the hondur conferred by uicir 
'^mvy, hutQ^ and malice. 

:/ J ha^e long l?ecn the butt of the fiMy afper- 
^Qijs of thiR grovelling Jtribe^ but their fpite 
^ftvjer difcftvefed itfelt in its deepeft. colours, 
^illjbey iiw me as-th^ imagined ^^ iffue frond 
*'^ .poy4rty to ^e appearance of better condi^ 
*^ tion.'* Then it ;was that thcii? gall jan oyer, 
a 
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and jaundiced their whole countenahcet ; then 
it was that the ftupidcft of all ftupid gazettes, 
that lewd and common ftrumpet, the Aurora^ 
became pregnant with the following baftard^ as 
abundant in falfehood as any one that ever 
iprang from the loins of PcorRkbard. 



FOR THE AURORA. 



HISTORY OF PETER PORCUPINE. 



•• Mn BachEj 

** As the people of America may not be 
*' informed who Pmtbr Porcupihe is, the 
" celebrated manufadurer of //>/, and re- 
*« tailer of ///*, I will give you fome little 
•* account of thw peftiterous animal. Thig 
" wxetch was obliged to ahfcand from his dar- 
" ling Old England to avoid being turned off 
" into the other world before, what he fup- 
\^ pofcd, his time. It may be well imagined, i 
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>* that in a land of liberty and ffbwing with 
«* nvilk and honey, his f^ecipitafe retreat could 
** not have been awrng to any offence com* 
•* Inittcd againft the government very hoiiour- 
** able to himfelf. Gnawed by the worm that 
••never dies, his own wretchedncfs would 
«« ever prevent him from making any attempt 
'* in favour of human happinefs- His ufual 
•• occupation at home was that of a garret-^ 
;" Jeribler, e;ccepting a little night -bujinefs oc- 
•^ cafionally, to fupply unavoidable exigen- 
*• cies ; Grubb-ftreet did "not anfwer his pur* 
•• pofes ; and being fcented by certain tip- 
" ftaffs for fomething more than fcribbling,* 
•* he took a French leave for France, His 
•* evil genius purfued him there, and as his 

'* Mz^^^ '^^^^ ^^ ^^^S ^^ ^^* ^^ ^^^ obliged as 
•* fuddenly to leave the Republic, which has 
^* now drawn forth all his venom for her 
" attempt to do him juftice. On his arrival 
*• in this country, he figured fome time as 
** a pedagogue ; but as this employment fcarce- 
** ly furniihcd him fait to his porridge, he 
** haying been literally without hardly bread 
•* to cat, and not a fecond (liirt to his back, 
" he rcfum^pd his old occupation of fcribling, 
*^ having little chance of fuccefs in the other 
^* employments which drove him to this coun- 
" try. His talent at ties and Billingsgate^ rhe-- 
** toric intfoduced him to the notice of a 
** certain foreign agent, who "was knowa 

a 2 
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•* during tlic ReVoItrticjrti by the name, rf 
*' traitor. Tkis faid agent has been fecn to 
" pay frequent vifits.io PjfixER. iTo atone 
•* for bis tranlgrcffions in the mother coun- 
" try, as well as to get a little more bread 
•' to eat than he had been accuftomed to, h« 
** enlifted in the caiife of his gracious Ma* 
" jefly. From the extreme of poverty and 
** filth, lie has fuddenly fprouted into at leaft 
** th^ appearance of better condition ; for he 
•* jias taken a houfe for the fale of his large 
•* poifon, at the enormous rate of twelve bun^ 
" dred dollars n year^ and has paid a yearns rent 
^^ in advance! ! The 'public will now be 
** enabled to account for the overflowings of 
" his gall againft the Republic of France^ 
" and the Republicans of this country, as wdl 
•' as his devotion to the caufc of tyranny and 
"of Kings. . From the frequency of vifits 
^' paid him by the, agenf already mentioned, 
l^ and his fudden change of condition,y^wr 
^^ fervice- money muft hava^been liberally eni*- 
** ployed J for bis zeal to make atonement to 
" his mother country feems proportioned to 
•f the magnitude of bis offence, and the gui^ 
*^'^neas advanced. As this fugitive felon h9!& 
** crept from his hole, his quills will now be- 
*' come ha^mlcfs ; for hitherto they have only 
" excited apprehenfion becaufe the bead who 
" {hot them was concealed. I have a num*. 
/« bcr of anecdotes rcfpeding him, that I wiU 
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^ fedn WiuHe you With, for the flfntifemcnt 6f 
*• the public* ThU ftitemenc will convince 
^* Peter, that I know him well, and that I 
^ haVe only difclofed a paft of the truth. 

••PAUL HEDGEHOG.^ 



This Paul Hidgebog I know nothing of. I 
<;an hardly fuppofc that he \% one of my^ou« 
£ns at New-York : if he be, for the" honouf 
0four family;! hope that he is a baftard. 
But^ let Paul be what he wiH, he is not the 
only one who has attempted to ilnk me in th« 
opinion of a public that has ever honoured 
my effays with diftinguifhed marks of appro- 
bation^ J have been well informed* that it is 
currently ' reponed that Mr, Thomas Brad- - 
ford, the Book-feller, ** put a coat upon my 
back,*' and that, when I was firft favoured with 
his patronage^ I had not . a, ^* fecond (birt to 

. Were I to. calculate upon the ufual opera* 
tions of truth and gr^itude» I fhould look 
upon it as impofTible that infmuations of this 
^indhad ever been thrown out by Mr- Brad- 
ford, or any of his family; but, now-a-days^ 
in this happy age of feafon and liberty, wc 
S^ fuch ,<xti;aordinsQ:y things happejn in the 
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world, that to doubt, at leaft, does not argue 
an excefs of credulity or incredulity. 

Let the propagators of all thefe falfehoodf 
, be who they may, 1 am much obliged to them 
for giving me this opportunity of publi(hing 
the Hiftory, of my Life and Adventures, a 
thing that I was determined to do, whenever 
a fair occafion offered, and which never could 
have been fo well timed as at the moment 
when I am ftepping into a iituatton, where 
I may probably continue for the reft of my 
life. 

I here remetnber well what I faid in my O^- 
fervations on the Emigration of DoStor PrieftUy. 
** No man has a right to pry into his neigh- 
** hour's private concerns ; and the opinions of 
/'every man are his private concerns, while 
*' he keeps them fo ; that is to fay, while they 
" are confined to himfeif, his family and parti^ 
*'. cular friends ; but, when he makes thofe opi- 
** nions public; when he once attempts to 
" make 'Converts, whether it be in religion, 
'* politics, or any thing elfcjwhen h^ once 
*^ comes forward as a candidate for public ad- 
" miration, efteem or compafEon, his opinions, 
«* his priricijjles, hisr motives, every adion of 
" his life, public or private, become the fair 
** fubjcA of public difcuflion." 

This is a prinjciplc I laid down in the firft 
origioal page I ever wrote for the prcfs. Oa 
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this principle it is, that I think myfeirjuftiBed 
in the prefent publication* 4ind that I am 
ready to approve of others for publifliing 
whatever they may know concerning me. 
Let them write on, till their old pens arc 
worn to the ftump : let the devils (wett ; let 
them fire their balls at my reputation, till 
the very prcfs cries out murder. If ever they 
hear me whine or complain, I will give them 
leave to fritter my carcafs and trail my guts 
along the (Ireet, as the French fans-culottet 
did thofe of Thomas Mauduit^ 
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LIFE AND ADVENTURES 
o r 

PETER PORCUPINE. 



fTnO be defcended from an illuftrious fami- 
'j^' ly certainly reflcfts honour on any man^ 
in fpitc of the fans-culotte principles of the 
prefent day. This i«, however, an honpur 
that X have no pretenfioa to. All that I can 
boaft of in my birth, is, tliat I was btn-n in 
Old England; the country from whence came 
the men who explored and fettled North Ame- 
rica; the country of Penn, and of the father 
and mother of General Waftiington. 

, With relpeft to my ancelbrS, I (hall go no 
fajcther back than my grand-father, and for 
tBiis plain reafon, that I never heard talk of any 
priojrto him. He was a day-labourerj and I 
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have heard my father fay, that he worked for 
One farmer from the day of his marriage to 
that of his death, upwards of forty years. He 
died before I was born, but I have often flept 
beneath the fame roof that had (heltered him, 
and where his widow dwelt for federal years 
after his death. It was a little thatched cot-» 
tage with a garden before the door. It had 
but two windows ; a damfon tree fhaded one, 
and a clump of filberts the other. Here I and 
my,brothers went every Chriftmas and Whit- 
funtide, to fpend a week or two, and torment 
the poor old woman with 6ur noife and dilapi- 
dations. She:ufed to give us milk and bread 
for breakfaft, an apple pudding for our dinner, 
and a piece of bread - and cheefe for fupper. 
Her fire was made of turf, cut from the neigh- 
bouring heath, and her evening light was a 
rufli dipped in greafe. 

; How much better is it, thus to tell the 
naked truth, than to defcend to fuch mifera- 
ble fhifts as Doftor Franklin has had recourfe 
to, in order to perfuade people, that his fore- 
fathers were meti of wealth and confideration. 
Not being able to refer his reader to the 
herald's office foi" proofs of the fame and an^ 
tiquity of his family, he appeals to the ety- 
mology of his name, and points out a paffage 
in an obfolete book, whence he has the con- 
fcicnce to infift on our concluding, that, in 
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the Old Englilh language, a Franklin meant a 
m'Mi oi good reputation and of confequence. Ac- 
cording to Dodor Johnfon, a Franklin was 
what we now call a gentleman's ftewafd or 
land-bailiir, a perfonage one degree above a 
bumbailtff, and that's all. 

Every one will, I hope, have the goodnefs 
to believe, that^y grandfather was no phrlo- 
fopher. Indeed he was not. He never made 
a lightning rod nor bottled up a fingle quart 
of fun-ftiine in the whole courfe of his life. 
He was no almanack-maker, nor xjuack, nor 
chimney-dov5lor,%ior foap- boiler, nor ambaffa- . 
dor, nor printer^s devil : neither was he a de- 
ift, and all his children were born in wedlock, 
The legacies he left, were, his fcythe, his reap- 
hook, and his flail; he bequeathed, no old; and 
irrecoverable debts to an hofpital : he never 
cheated the por during his life^ nor mocked tbcm 
ik bis death. He has, it is true, been fuffcred 
to fleep quietly beneath the green-fword ; bur, 
if his defcendants cannot point to his ftatue 
over the door of a library, they have not the 
rhorti flection to hear him daily accufed of 
having been a vvhoremafter, a hypocrite and • 
ari infidel. \ .' 

• My father, when I was born, was a farmer. 
The reader will eafily believe, from the pover- 
ty of hfs parents, that he had received jio ver}^ 
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brflliant education : hp was, ho^pvf r; feaati«i} ^ 
for a maa ia hU raukpf -life. Wli«fi « Ikite 
boy, he drove the plough far two-p^ncen d^y, 
^nd thefe hi^ e^rni^g^ were appf^ri^ed to 
the cxpcafes of an evening fchQoj.. What * 
village fchool-mafter cpijkj[ h^ cxpg^ied W 
teach, he had learnt, and had befides con- 
fidcrably improved himfclf in fevei^l bmtiches 
of th^ mathematicks. He uoderftopd J^iid ftir- 
veying well, and was often cliofen tp. dr^w,: the 
plans of difputed territqrj^ : in fhort/ he h*d 
the reputation of polTeffii^g e:!^perienp€ aed un- 
derftanding, which never faiU, in En^F^di 
to give a man in a country placft fom€i little 
weight with his neighbours- He was h^^neft, 
induftriovs^ a^nd frugal ; it was not, therefore, 
-wonderful, that he mould be fitu^ted in agood 
farni, and happy in a wife of -his own. rank, 
like hin^ beloved and r^fpeded. 

So much for my anceftors, from whom, if 
I derive no holiour, I derive no ftiame. 

I had (and I hope I 'yet have) three bro- 
thers : the eldeft is a fhop- keeper, th^ fecond 
a farmer, and the youngeft, if alive, is in the 
fervice of the Honourable Eaft India Company, 
a private foldier, perhaps, as I have been -in 
the fervice of the king^ - 1 was born on the 
ninth of March, 1766: the exad age of my 
brothers I have forgotten, but I jiejaaemlper hav^ 



if% h«ard toy mdthir fiy, that there was but 
t^e years amf three quarters difference be- 
tween thef age df the eldeft and that of the 
youageft. 

A father like orirs, it will be readily fuppof- 
ed did not fulfer irs to cslt the bread of idlenefs* 
I do not remember the time when I did not 
earn my living. My firft occupation was, driv- 
ing the fmall birds from the turnip fefed, and 
the rooks frorii the peas. When I firft trudged 
2l-field, with my wooden bottle and my latchcl 
fwung over my ftioili'Iders, 1 was hardly able to 
cUmb the gatey and ftilei, and, at the clofe 
of the day, to reach home was a taik of infi- 
nite difRc-ulty. My next employment was weed- 
ing wheat, and leading a fingle horfe at har- 
rowing barley. Hoeing peas followed, and 
hence I arrived at the honour of joining the 
reapers in harveft, driving the team and hold- 
ing the pioughi We were alF of us ftrong and 
laborious, and my father ufed to boaft, that he 
had four boys, the eldeft of Whom was btit fif. 
teen years old, who did as much work as any 
three men in the parifh of Farnham. Honeft 
pride, ancj happy days I 

I have fome faint recoUedion of going 
to fchoel to an oW woman, who, I believe, 
did not fucceed in teaching me my letters. In 
the winter evenings^ my Yather taught us all to 
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read and writc^^ and gave us a pretty tolerable 

knowledge of arithmetic. Grammar, he did 
not perfeftly underftand himfelf, and there- 
fore his endeavours to teach us that, neceflari- 
ly failed ; for, though he thought he under-' 
flood it, and though he made us get the rules 
by heart, we learnt nothing at all of the prin- 
ciples* 

Our religion was that of the Church of Eng- 
land, to wnichi have ever remained attached ;. 
the more fo, perhaps, as, it bears the name of 
rpY country* As my anceilors were never, 
perfccuted for their religious opinions, they 
never had an opportunity of giving fiiwrh a (in-, 
gular proof of their faith as Doflor Franklin-'^s 
grandfather did, when he kept his Bible under 
the lid of a clofe-ftool. (What a book-cafe !) 
If I had been in the place of Dodor Franklin^ 
I never would have related this ridiculous ciFw 
cvimftance, efpecially as it muft be conftrued. 
into a boaft of his grandfather's having an ex-, 
traordinary degree of veneration for a bpok> 
which, it is well known, he himfelf Jurfi hot 
believe in. 

^ As to politics, we were like the reft of the 
country people in England; that is to fay, we 
neither knew or thought any thing about .the 
matter. The Ihouts of viftory or the mur^. 
murs at a defeat, would now-and-then break. 
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fn up>on our tranquillity for a moment ; but I 
do not remember ever having feen a ncwsi 
paper in the houfe, and mod certainly that 
privation did not render us lefs free, happy, 
or induftrious/ 

After, however, the American war had 
continued for fome time, and the caufe and 
nature of it began to be undcrftood, or rather 
mifunderflood, by the lower clafles o£ the 
people in England, we became a little better 
acquainted with fubjcfts of this kind. It is 
well known, that the people were, .as tt) num* 
bers, nea'rly equally divided in their c^iniotis 
iconi^erningthat war, and iheir withes refpciSl^ 
ihg the rcfplt of it. My father was a partizan 
of the Americans: he ufcd frequently . to 
difpute on the fubjeft with the gardener of a 
nobleman who lived near uis. This was gerie* 
rally done with good humour, over a pot of 
our beft ale; yet the difputants ibmetin's 
grew warm, ^nd gaye way to la^iggjige thai 
could not fail to attradl our attention. . My 
father Was worded without doubt, as he had 
for antagonift, a (hrewd and fenfible old 
Scotchman, far his fuperior in political kno^^i- 
ledge i but he pleaded before a panial audi* ' 
ence: we thought there, was but one wift 
man in the world, and that that one was our 
father. He who pleaded the caufe of the 
Americans had an advantage too, with young 
B 4 
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ininds: bt h^d only to rtpreiem thf king's 
ttoop3 as fent to cut the throats of ^ pcofJci 
our friends and relations, merely becaufe 
they would not fubmit to oppreflion, and 
his caufe was gained. Speaking to the paf* 
fions is ever furc to fucceed on the unin- 
fo^ed/ 

Men of ii^egrjty are generally pretty eb« 
fiinaie in adhering to an opinion once 
adopted. Whether it was owing to this, or« 
to the weaknefs of Mr. Martin's arguments^ 
I wtU not pretend to fay, but he Mver could 
make a convert of my father ; he contin\jie4 
an An>ertcafi, and fo (launch a one, that he 
would not bav€ fufTercd his bcft friend to 
drink fucceTs to the king's .arms at his ra« 
ble. I cannot give the reader a better ide^ 
of bis obftinacy in' ihis refpedi and of the 
length to which this difference of fentimcnt 
vas carried in Engtanu* than by relating thiQ 
foUowifl^; inftance. 

My father ufed to take one of us with him 
every year to the gital hop-fair at Wey-Hilh 
The fair was held at Old Michaelmas tide, 
and tliie journey was to us, a fort of reward 
for the labours of the fummer. It happened 
to be my turn to go thither the very year that 
Long-^ifland was taken by tl*e Britifb. A 
great company of hop^m^rehaats andifarmer^ 
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"were jirfk luting damn to "fyppef an tht paft 
ap^ivedv^bnT^ng^m cHe c^rri^itliifafy Gazette 
vrhidh a!»«iSttced. the viAory, A hop.fal6tor 
fmm Lmdbn took the pMptfr, placed his chair 
upon tbe t^Mcr «ti^ b^gan To j^ad with an* 
aodible x^oioe;- He was- oppofed^ a difpute 
enfued, and my father retired, takirtg me by 
the hand, to another apartment^ where we 
furpped witis ^Asont a d<yat«n: ofher^ df tbe 
fsune tsmmMX^. JHtore W^fhington's heailth, 
anti fiicoers CD the American's, wdrb repeat- 
ecUy toaftbd, ^(nd this- w^ che fii^ time> as 
far as. I ca^ii^ tttcoXteSt, that: I tver* heard tbe 
Geneml'si ftsfme mentioned* Little did- I 
then dream, ch^it I Ihould ever fte- the man^ 
and dill lefs that I (hould hca^ fome c^f 
his own countrymen reviling ^ and cxecrat- ^ 
iffg him. 

Ijer not the reader imagine^ that I wi(h^ 
to aiTume anjr mem frotn tthis« perhaps mif» 
taken> prejudice of an honoured and beloved 
parent. Whether he was right or wrong is 
not now wonh talking about : that I had 
no opinion of my own is certain; for, had! 
nay tathcr been on the other fide, I flbould 
hiave been on the other fide too, and Ihould 
have looked upon the company I then made ^ 
a part of as malcontents and rebels. I men- 
tion thefe circum(binces oierely (o fiiew that 
L was not «^ nurfedin the lap of ariftocracy/^ 
B 5 
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and that I did not imbibe my prldcipks^; 
or prejudices, from thofc who were tbc ad- 
vocates of blind fubmiflioo. Ij^my father 
had any fault> it was not being fubmiHive 
enough, and I am much afraid- my acquaint- . 
ance have but too often difcovercd. the fame 
fault in his fon. 

It would be as ufeliefs as^ vmentertaining to- 
dwell on the occupations and fports of a coun<« 
try boy ; to lead the reader to fairs, cricked* 
matches and hare-himts.. I {hall, therefore^ • 
come at once to the epoch, when an: aeci** 
dent happened that gave that turn to mj^ 
future life, which at laft brought me to the 
United States* 

Towards the autumn of 1782, I went to* 
vifit a relation who lived in the neighbour- 
hood of Portfmouth. From the top of^Porif- 
down, I, for the firft time, beheld the fea^. 
and no fooner did I behold it than I wiftied 
10 be a failon I could nevet account for 
this fuddgn inipulfe^ nor can I now. Al* 
moft aU. Englilh boys feel the fame incli^. 
nation: it would feem that, like young ducks> 
inftinft leads them to rulh on the bofom of 
the water.. 

- But it was not the fea alone that I faw : 
the grand fleet was riding at anchor at Spii-. 
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head. I had heard of the wooden tvalls of 
Old England: I had formed my ideas of a 
(hip and of a fleet ; 1>ut what 1 now beheld 
fo. far furpalTed what 1 had ever been able 
to form a conception of, that I flood loft* 
between aftoniOiment and admiration. I 
had heard talk of the glorious deeds of our 
admirals and failors^ of the defeat of the 
Spaniih Armada, and of all thofe memorable 
combats that good and tru6 EngHfhmen 
never fail to relate to their childiren about 
a« hundred times a year. The brave Rodney's 
Vi<5lories over our natural enemies, the French' 
and Spaniards, had long been the theme of 
our praife, and the burthen of our fongs* The 
light of the fleet brought all , thefe into my 
mind ; in confufed order, is true, but with 
iixefiftible force. My heart was inflated with 
national pride. The^ failors were my coun 
trymen, the fleet belonged to my country, and 
furely 1 had my part in it, and all its honours : 
y-et, thefe honours I had not earned ; I took to 
myftlf a fort of reproach for poflcfling what 
Lhad no right to, and refolved to have a juft 
claim by faring in the hafdlhips and the 
dangers* ' 

larrived .at myundfeVlate in ijie evening,, 
with nriymind full of my fea* faring projed./ 
Though I had walked thirty ^ miles duriag 
the day, and' confequemiy wa» well wearied,, 
B6 . 
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I flept not a mi)iD9t)t. U wad oD Socmct 
day^ligbt than I arofe and v^aUipd dowti 
towards tbc old caftle on th« beach «t Sfnt^^ 
headt For a. fixpe^ce gtvon CO an invalid 
I gpt permidn^a (o. go upon chi^ bactle^ 
ments } here I h4d a doieji view of riMr 
fleet, and at every look nay impatknce to 
be on board InerGaf^d. kk fhcnrtw I ricm 
from the ca(U«. tq PortABOUtb* gal into- a 
bpaty sind wds^in a few ininut«8 on boacd tto 
Pegafas matt of w^^ comtntndedi (ty *h« 
Ri^ht honourable George Berkley, btetfccc » : 
tha Ea«f I of Berkley. 

The Captain had more compaiBon tkao it 
generally met with ia men of bit ptfofMlofr: 
he repreCetiied to cnejhie toils I muft iAAdei^[^ 
and tbe punilhmetit that the leaft difobedieiaoce 
or negled would fubjedt me xs^ Ha pcr^ 
fuaded nae to reeura homt>. and I itmombOT 
he concluded his advice with telling tor^ 
that it* was better to be led to church iaa 
halter, to be tied to a girl that L did not 
likei than to be tied to the gang- way, or,' 
as the failors call it, married to Mtjs. R^&r. 
From the conclusion of this wholefome cmm- 
fel, I perceived that the captain thought,! 
had eloped on acCourit of a baftardi I 
blufhed, and that confirmed him in his opi- 
nion ; but I declare to the reader, thac I 
was no more guUty of loch an oifence than 



Mr. Swaiiwick, or any dther .^ntkftma wha* 

is) coniUtunon^liy vtfcu^tts. Ni) ; dhank hea** 
vea^ I baVe ncrne e£ tbe Fcinklintdma/? cnmci 
to» wcufe luyWf of ji mjr children ^ noc 
hatig tbtir hnts ^' int other mta's hott£c»^ i 
am fiiskitcr pfttiiiof ftor (|hiiofi»f^er. 

I in vain attempted to convince Captain 
B^Mtj; that ckbkre aIoti« kad led nm^ to tAe 
fc* I h9 feot ate An (hOr^, imd^Flt laft quil^id^ 
PwtfikidLith ; biut Mt b^bie I kad skpphed t« 
itbe ForuAdmirtU Erant, to get my oafnci 
enrol lod Among chofe who "wtrt ddVised for: 
the ftrviciei 1 was, m fonie fbtt,. obliged Qcr 
a<;qtiaint Che Admiral with' what had paflcd on 
board the Pcgafus, in coiifequTOce of whi^b 
my pequeft Was ftfufed, and I haj^ily efcaitedi ; 
fdrely againft itiy ^1I» ftota tht moft toilipme 
and perilous profeflioa in the woeld. 

i netumcd once more to the plough^ but I 
MfBi fpoilcd finr a fan»cr» I had, be%e my 
Pbrtfihoatb adventure, nc^er known any other 
ambiti6n than that of furpaffing my brothers 
in the diifFerent labours of the fields but ic 
wai quite otherwife now ; I fighed for a fight 
of the worlds tfae little ifland of Britain 
feetned too fmall a compafs for me. The 
things in which I had taken the moft delight 
w^re neglei^ed ; the finging of the birds grew 
ii^pid^ and even the hearc^'^ckeering cry of the 
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hounds, after which I foFmerly uftd to fly 
from my work, bound o-'cr the fidds, and 
da(h through the brakes and coppices, was 
heard with the moft torpid indifference. Still*, 
heweveF, I remained at home till the foU 
lowing fpring, when I qiuitted it, perhaps^ 
for ever,. 

It was^ on the fixth of May, r783, that' 
I,, like Don Quixotte, fallied forth to feck 
adventures. I was drefled in^ my holiday 
clothes, in order to accompany^ two or three 
lafies to Guildford fair. They were to af- 
femble at a houfe about three miles from 
my home, where I was to attend them ; 
but, unfortunately for me^ I had to cro(s 
the London turnpike road. The flage*coach 
had juft turned the- fummic of a hill and 
was rattling down towards me at a merry 
rate. The notion of going to London never 
entered my mind till this very moment, yet the 
ftep wa» completely determined on, before the - 
coach came to the fpot where 1 ftood. Up I 
got,. and was in London about nine o'clock 
in the evening. . . 

. It was by mere accident that I had money' 
enough to defray the expences of this day^ 
Being rigged out for the fair,. I had three or- 
four crown and half crown pieces (which mdlb 
certainly I did not intend to fpend). befides a^ 



few fhillings^ and half-pence. This my little 
all, .which I had been years in amafling, melt^; 
cd away like fnow before the fan, when touch- 
ed by the fingers of the inn- keepers and their 
waiters. In (hort, when I arrived at Ludgate* 
Hill, and had paid. my fare» I had but about 
half a crown in my packet. 

By a commencement of that good luck^ 
which has hitherto attended me through all 
the fituations in which fortune has placed me^ 
I was preferved frcrni ruin. A gentleman, 
who was one of the paf&ngers in the ftage^. fell 
intoconverfation wkh me at « dinner, and he 
foon learnt that I was going I knew not whi* 
ther nor for what. This gentleman was a. 
hop-merchant in the borough of Southwark> 
aaid, upon clofcr enquiry, it appeared that he 
had often dealt with my father at Wey-HilL 
He knew the danger I was in;., he was himfelf- 
a fatho", and he: felt for my parents* His 
boufe became my home> be wrote to my fa-, 
ther, and endeavoured to prevail on me toi 
obey his orders, which were to return imme-; 
diately homjff. I am afhamed to fay that I- 
was difobedient. It was ,the firft time h had 
ever been fo, and ,1 have repented of it frook. 
that moment to. this. Willingly would. I. 
have returned, but pride wouki not faffei: 
me to do. it.. 1 feared the fcoiFs of my acqiaaia- 
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tftnccb nmas t&an tiurreal' evflsi thai threMEbncd' 

My ^enerous^ ptreferver,. findzi^ my obftiw 
jHury not to be avurcantc, b^n to* locrii ou& 
for an emplof rtienr £ar me. lie was pnepiir-* 
ingan advertifementfojr ehc news^-paper^wKMii. 
an acquaintance of his, an attorney, called in 
to fee him. ¥Ss rdUted my fidmimnre Co tHis 
gentknunv whofeoaxtie ^x^s t^^Iatid, and whcf,/ 
hajp^ening to wumt ad ufidierAf apping qudli^ 
driver, did me the honocixt to vakc^ mt into' 
bis^^fcnrice,. and the next dpy faw> me; percksd' 
ujTOii a gi^eacbigh: flool, in an. ob^cisre chaodh* 
b^sr in Gray's Inn^ endeavouring * to^ decf^ 
phec the cnfabcd draoghts of my ctrtphgytrj 

I cottld Mrrite a good plain h^snd, bof I 
could not read the poQ-hooka aiid ha»^en 
of^Mr. Holland. He was a nionch in kara*- 
ing me to copy \vithoi2it almdft contimiaL 
al&ilarwcer and even then I was of but litxlc 
v^ to him; for, befides tha« I wrote a foail's . 
paxre^ my want of knowledge in orthography 
gave him, infinite trouble: §o that for the 
firft two months I was a dead weight npon. 
his hands- Time, however^ rendered me ufe^ 
fill, and Mr* Holland was pleafed to t>ell'. 
me that he was very well latisficd with mc, 
JU& zt the very moment when I began, to 
grow extremely diflatisiied with him* 
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Na part of my life has boeo toCftlly tin* 
attended with pleafufe^ except the cigkoc otf 
^ine, months 1 pafied in Gray'srinn. Thtf 
office (for fa the dungeon, vfh^se I -vrrote^ 
was called) was ib dark^ that. On cloudy 
days, \ve were obliged to burn candle. 1 
worked like^ a galley-^flaTe from five in tbo 
morning tlH eight or nine at nighty and 
fonnetimes all night long. Howniany quar-^ 
rels have I aflifted to foment and perpe^^ 
tuate between thofe poor innocent ftlldws^ 
J^bo Doe apd Richard Roe I How itmaf 
times (God forgive me !) have 1 fct thcnt 
to aifault each other with guns,, fwords, 
fiaves and pitch-forks, and then hroaght 
them to anfwer for their mlfdeeds before 
Our Sovereign Lord the King feaied in H» 
Court of Weftminftcr 1 When I think of the 
foids and Jhfortb^ and the counts of tautology 
tfiAt I fcribbled over ; when I think of. £hofe^ 
Iheets of feventy-two words, and thofe iinoB 
two inches a part, my brain turns. Graci- 
ous heaVen \ if I ain do6m^ to be wretched, 
bury me beneath Iceland fnow's, and let me 
|ted on Wubber ; llretch me under tte 
burning liae and deny me illy fn-opitioua 
dews ; nay, if it bt thy will, fu&cate me 
with the infeded and pestilential air of a de». 
mocranc club room ; but fave me, O fave mo 
£raiA the deft qi a pettifoggii^ acmcney ! 
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Mr. Holland was but little in the chambers 
himfelf.' He always went out to dinner, while 
I was left ta be provided for by the Laundrefs^ 
as he cilled her. Thofe gentlemen of the 
law, who have refided in the inns of court in 
Lx)ndon, know very well what a Laundre/t 
means. Ours was, I believe, the oldeft and 
uglieft of the officious fifterhood. She had 
age and experience enough to be Lady Ab- 
bcfs of all the nuns in all the cort^vents " of 
Irifli-Town. It Would be wronging the 
witch of Endor to compare her to- this hag,. 
who was the only creature that deigned to 
enter into converfation with me. ' AH cxcejit 
the name, I was in prifon, and this Weird Sif- 
ter was my keeper. Our chambers were to 
me, what the fubterraneous cavern was to Gil 
Bias: his defcription of the Dame Leonarda: 
exaftly fuited my Laundrefs; nor were the 
prefeffions, or rather the praftice, of our ma^-^ 
te» altogether diffimilaar. 

I never quitted this gloomy rccefs except 
on Sundays, when I ufually took a walk to St. 
Janies's Park, to feaft -my eyes with the fight 
of the trees, the grafs, anid the water. In one 
of'thcfe walks I happened to caft my eye on> 
an advertifement, inviting all loyal young 
man, who had a mind to gain riches and 
gloryi to repair to a certain rendexvous, wher^ 
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they might enter into His Majefty's marine 
fervicQ^ and have the peculiar happinefs and 
honour of being enrolled in the Chatham Di« 
vifidn.. , I was not ignorant enough to be. the 
dupe of this mprfel of military bombaft ; but 
ct change was what 1 wanted ; befides, 1 knew 
that.nmrines went to fca, and my defire to be 
on that .element had rather increafed than di-> 
niiniftied by my being penned up in London. 
Xn (hprt> 1 refolvid to join this glorious corps r 
and, to avoid all poffibility of being difcover- 
id by my; friends, 1 went down to Chatham, 
stnd enlilled into the miurirkes as I thought, but» 
the next morning I found myfelf before a Cap- 
tain ^f a marching regiment. Theie was nd 
retreating : I had taken a (hilling to drtnk. his 
Majefty's health, and his further bounty wa* 
ready for my rcccptionu . 

•. ' ' • 

When I told the: captain (whawas anlrifh^ 
man, and who has Imce been an excellent 
friend to me^, that I thought myfelf engaged 
in t^e marines : ** By Jafus, my lad," faid he,' 
*^and you have had a narrow efcape." He 
tpld me, that the regiment into which I hiad 
been fo happy as. to cnliil was one of the 
qldeft and boldeft in the whole army, and thafc 
it was at that moment ferving in that fine,. 
%)uri{hing and plentiful country. Nova Scotia*. 
He dwelt long on the beauties and riches of. 
this t?rreftrial PiUadife^ and difmiffcd me^ 
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pcrfeaiy enchdilteil Urith'the profpeA cf a 
Toyage thuher. 

I enliftcd early in 1784^ audi » peace had 
then taken place^ no great hafte wia^ made 
to fend recruits off to their r^mcnii. i 
remained upwards of a. year at Chatham^ 
during which time I was employed in karn* 
ing wy exercifci and talcing my tour in the 
^uty of the garrifon. My leifure time^ 
which was a very confidcrlble portion of 
the twenty •foor hours^ was^fpenr, not in thc^ 
di'flBpations consmoa to fuch a way of life/ hiyc 
i0 reading and fludy. In the courfe of this 
year I . learnt more than I had ever done be- 
Ibm. I fubfcribed to a circulating library ar 
Brampton^ the gseatefi part of the books m 
which I read more tlw» Qncc over, Th4t^ 
library was npt very confiderable, it is true, 
ndt in my reading was I direded by any 
degree of tafte or choicer Novels, playsy 
kiiiory, poetry, adi were ri?ad> and ncauly with 
equal avidity. 

. Such a. courfe of reading could hi attended 
with but httk profit: k w^ ikimftiing o^vcr 
the fur&cc of every thing. One branch of 
Irarnirvg, however, I went to the bottom with, 
and that the moft effential branch too, the 
gramitiar of my n»otker tongue. I had ex-^ 
perienced the want of a knowledge of gram^ 
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mtr' /dsfting my ftiy with Mr.' Ho!!a«d ; 
but if is ^arf probable that 1 »cvef flKwrtd 
kme ^bouglst of encounteinng thd Oitxif of ki 
bfti QOp accident placed me i^Bdet a inan' 
vhofe fpieiKlftip extended beyond hJs inter* 
«flu Writing a hit hand 'ppocwed me the 
Kotour of being copyift: to Colon^f Debieg, 
tbe CGwrBmaadant of the garyifort. I tran- 
fcriboi the famous corrcfparide^e berwecn 
him and tlm Dak« of Ricllmond, Wkieh ended 
ijx the ^ood and gallaiw: oW Coloftel being 
ftripped of the reward,- beftowed on him for 
his long and meritorious fervitude, 

Besng totaUylgniBraQt of |b« roles ei gr am^ 
mar, I nocffiarUj made many miftakes in 
copying, bf cauit no p^n^ can copy Jetler by 
letter, flor even word by Word. The Gbloticl 
faw my deficicacy, and ftj^q;^g*y recommtencted 
ftudy* He enforced his advice with a fort of 
injuaifli0ii, and with a proinifc of reward in 
cafe of fucocfsi. 

I procured me a Lowth''^ grammar, and ap- 
plied myfclf to the ftudy ol It with unceafing 
affiduity, and noc wi^out fome profit ; for, 
tliough it was a confiderabl^ time before I 
fjully comprehended all that I read, ftitt I 
read and fiudied with fuch unremitt^ at-- 
tention, that, at iaft^ I could wtite without 
£i]iing imoanyTery grofs erMr^s. The pains I 
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took cannot be defcribed : I wrote the ^lK>le 
grammar out two or three times ; I got it 
by heart ; I repeated it every morning and 
every evening, and, when« on guard, T im- 
pofea on myfelf the talk of laying it all over 
once every time I was pofted fcntinel. To 
this exercife of my memory I afcribe the re- 
tentivenefs of which I have fince found it 
capable, and to the fuccefs with which it was 
attended, I afcribe the perfeverance that has 
led to the acquirement of the little learning 
of which I am maftcr. 

This ftudy was, too, attended with another 
advantage : it. kept, me out of mifchief. I 
was always fober and regular in my atten-' 
dance J and not being a clumfy fellow, I 
met with none, of thofe reproofe, which dif- 
guft fo many young men with the fcrvice^ 

I There is. no ..fituation where merit is fo 
fure to meet with ^rdward as in a well dif- 
cjplined army. Thofe who command are 
obliged to reward it for their own eafe and 
credit* I ,was foon raifed to tbe rank of' 
Corpqral> a rank,, which, however contemp- 
tible ,it may appear in fomc. people's eyes,^ 
brou^t ^me in a clear twopence />^r ditm^i 
and put a vary .clever: worfted knot upon 
my ftio^Ider tpo.i Don't ,you kughnow, Mr. ' 
Swan\yicl5 5 .a ysFprft^d knot iy a; much ntKHC- 
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honourable mark of diilinftion ^an a Cufiwn^ 
Houfe badges though, I confefs, the king muft 
have fqch people as Tide-waiters as well as 
Corporal?. 

As promotion began to dawn, I grew im« 
patient to get to my regiipent, where I ex- 
peded foon to bafk under the rays of Royal 
favbur. The happy day of departure at laft 
came : we fet fail from Gravefend, and, after 
afliortand pleafant paflage, arrived at Hallifax 
in Nova Scotia. When I firft beheld the bar- 
ren, not to fay hideous, rocks at the en- 
trance of the harbour, I began to fear that 
the mafte'r of tiie veflel had miftaken -his 
way ; for I could perceive nothing of that 
fertility that my good recruiting . Captain 
had' dwelt on with fo much delight. 

Nova Scotia had no other charm for me 
than that of novelty. Every thing I faw was 
new: bos$» rocks and flumps, thufquitoes 
and buU-frogs. Thoufands of Captains and 
Colonels without foftJiers, and of 'Squires 
without dockings or (hoes. In. England, I 
had never thought of approaching a 'Squire 
without a moft refpeclfuH bqwj biit, in this 
new world, though I. was but a Corporal,' I 
often ordered a 'Squire* to bring me a glafs 
of^grog, ^nd; even? to take care of niy knap- 
fack. . ; . / : 
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-; Wc {faldlnit a few v^cdts^;i0'K(3va Scotia, 
bcitig ordered to St. John's, m the Province 
of Wcw Brunfwicfc. Here, - and at ' cither 
places in the fame Province, we remained 
till jhe month of September, 1791, when xhe 
reg^njcnt was relicvcai 'aTiii fcht home. 

We landed at Pbrtfmouth On the 3d of 
November, and on the 19th of the next 
month! ob^ain^dmy difcharge, after having 
ferred not tjuite eight yeare, and after having, 
m that ftoTt fpaee, pafled through e^erjr 
rank, from that of a private fcntinelto ttiat 
of Serjeant Mayor, without cvcf being once 
difgr^ced, ct3>iiflned, or even reprimanded.— 
Btrt, let my fuperiors /peak for me, they will 
tcM my friends and ail my i;eaders what I 
was during^ my fervitade. 

^^ S^ Oi Sdgbi UMBurMi M4^ L^rd Edwapi 
*^ FttegfTidd^ csnmuouRtig bis Mcjefty^s 541A 
** Rtgimwi if Footj whfreof Litutenant Gemroi 

«« THESE are 10 certify, that the Bearer 
^* bszvof, WiLi.iAM CofififiT, Serjeant Ma«* 
'*. jor in die aforefiud Regiment, has ferved 
<< ^neftly and faitk&tly for the fpace of 
'*• eight years, nearly feven of which he has 
^< been a non-commiflioned officer^ and of 
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" that time he has been five years Serjeant 
** Major to the Regiment ; but having very 
" earneftly applied for his difcharge, he, . 
" in conlideration of his good behaviour and 
** the fervices. he has rendered the regiment, 
** is hereby difcharged. 

" Given under my hand and the feal 

"of the regiment, at Portfmouth, 

. " this 19 th day of December, 1791. 

*' EDWARD FITZGERALD/' 

I (hall here add the orders, iflucd in the 
. garrifon oiF Portfmouth on the day of my dif- 
charge. ' ' . 



" Portfmouth, 19th Dec. 1791. » 

^* Serjeant Major Cobbett having mod 
*^ preffingly applied for his difcharge, at Ma- 
** jor Lord Edward Fitzgerajd's requeft, 
y General Frederick has granted it. Ge- 
" neral Frederick has ordered Major Lord 
^' Edward Fitzgerald to return the Sergeant 
*^ Major thank* for his behaviour and con- 
*' dudt during the time pf his being in the 
^* regiment, and Major Lord Edward adds 
*' his moft hearty thanks to thofe of th^.Ge- 
'' neral/' ^ 
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After having laid thefe pieces before- my 
reader, I beg him to, recoiled: what the jfrgus 
of New York and the Aurora of Philadelphia 
have afferted concerning Peter Porcupine's be- 
ing flogged in his regiment for thieving, and 
afterwards deferting. The monftrous, difor- 
ganizing, democratic gang were not aware 
that I was in poffeflion of fucfr lincontro- 
vcrtible proofs as thefe. 

I hope, I may: prefume that my charader 
will be looked upon as good, down to the 
date of my difcharge; and, iffo, it only re- 
mains for me to give an account of myfelf 
from that time to this. 

The democrats have afferted, as may be 
ften in the preface, that I got my living in 
London by *' garret-fcribbling,*' and that I 
was obliged, to *' take a French Lean)e for 
" Fr^mce, for fome night work.'* — Now, the 
faft is, I went to France in March, 1792, 
and I landed at New York in the month 
of October fallowing; fo that, I had biit 
three montte to follow " garrct-fcribbling" 
la London. How thefe three months were 
employed it is not neceffary to fay here, biit 
that I had n9t much Icifute for 5^ garret- . 
« fcrlbbling*' the ladies will ' be well con- 
vinced,- when- I tell them that I got a Wife 



in the time. As to the charge concerning 
*• night work/' I am afraid. I muft plead 
guihjr, but not with my " fingers,' f as 
thcfe malicious fellows would infinuate. — 
No, no, I am no relation to citizen P/a/o : 
the French ladies do not call me, the Garfon 
Fendu. 

Before I go any further, it fcems neceflary 
to fay a word or two about " French 
Leave." Did this expreflion efcape the de- 
mocrats in an unwary .moment ? Why 
*' French Leave ?'* Do they wtfli to infinu^ 
ate, that nobody but Frenchmen are obliged 
to fly frond the hands of thief*catchcrs ? 
The Germans, and. after them the Englifli, 
have applied this degrading expreflion to the 
French nation ; but, is it not inconfiftent, 
and even ungrateful, for thofe who are ip 
the intereft, and perhaps in the pay, of 
that magnanimous republic, to talk about 
•* French Leave"? It is fomething curious 
that this expreflion (hould fiird a place in a 
paragraph wherein I am accufed of M>uflng 
the French. The fad is, the friendfliip 
profeflTed by thefe people, towards the French 
^ nation, is all grimace, all hypocrify ; the 
moment they are off their guard, they let us 
fee that it is the abominable fyftem of French 
tyranny that they are attached to, and not 
to the people of that country. — ^* French 
C 2 
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** Leave!** The leave of a rtm-away^ a 
/Aiif/, a Tom Vaine ! What could the moft 
prejudiced, the bittereft Englifhman have 
laid more galling and fevere againft the 
whole French nation? They cry out againft 
rae for " abufin^' the cut-throats of Nantz 
and ocher^ places, and for acculing the de- 
magogue tyrants of robbery ; while they 
themfclves treat the v(hoie nation as thieves. 
This is the democratic way of walliing out 
Itains; juft as the fwect, and cleanly Shee- 
lah'wafties her gentle Dermot's face with a 
dilhclour. ^ 

Leaving the ingenious citizens to extri- 
cate themfelves from this hobble, or fall un- 
-der the difpleafure of their mafters, I .(hall 
return to my adventures. — 1 arrived in France 
in March 1792, and continued there till the 
beginning of September following, the fix 
Jiappiell months of my life. I ijiould be 
the moll ungrateful monfter that ever c:fc-. 
iftcd, were I to fpeak ill of the French 
people in general. I went to that country 
fulf of all thofe prejudices, that Englifli- 
men fuck in with their mother's milk, againft 
the Frepch and againft their, religion : a few ' 
weeks convinced me that I had been de- 
ceived . with refpecfl to both, I vntt every 
where with civility, and even hofpitality, in 
a degree that I never had been accuftomed 



PETER PORCUPINE. 29 

to. I found the people, among whom I lived, 
excepting thofc who were already blafted with 
the principles of the accurfcd revolution, 
honeft, pious, and kind to excefs. 

People may fay what they pleafe about the 
mifery of the French peafantry, under the old 

"government; I have converfed with tTioiifandg 
pf them, not ten among whom did not regret 
the change* I have not room here to go into 
an inquiry into the<aufes th^t have led thefe 
people to become the paflive inftruments, the 
Haves, of a fet of tyrants fuch as the world 
never faw before, but I venture to predicSb, that, * 
fooner of later, they will return to that form 

. of government under which they were happy, 
and undqr which aloae they can ever be fo 

, again. 

My "^determination to fe«le in the United 
States was formed before I went to France, and 
even before I quitted the army. A defire of 
feeing a country, fo long the theatre of a war 
of which 1 had heard and read fo much :; the 
flattering pifture given at it by Raynal ; and, 
above all, an inclination for feeing the world, 
. led me to this determination. It would look 
a littte like coaxing for me to fay, that I had ' 
imbibed principles of republicanifm, and that 
I was ambitious to become a eitii/cn of a free 
ftate, but this was really the cafe.- 1 thought 

^3 
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that men enjoyed here a greater degree of li- 
berty than in England ; and this, if not the 
principal reafon^ was at leaftone, formy com- 
ing to this country, 

I did intend' to flay in France till the fpring 
of 1793, ^^ well to perfed myfelf in. the lan- 
guage, as to pafs the winter at Paris ; but I 
perceived the ftorm gathering; Ifaw that a wai: 
with England was inevitable, and it was not 
difficult to forefee what would be' the fate of 
Engliflimen, in that country, where the rulers 
haiJ laid afide even the appearance of juftice 
, and mercy. Iwiflied* however, to fee Paris, . 
and had aAually hired a coach to go thither. I 
was even on the way, when I heard, at Abbe* 
ville, that the king was dethroned - and his 
guards murdered. This intelligence made me 
turn off towards Havre de Grace, whence I em- 
barked for America, 

I beg -leave here to remind, the reader, that one 
©f the lying paragraphs, lately publifhed in the 
lying Aurora^ ftaces, thati was whipped at Pa- 
ris, and that hence I bear a grudge againft the 
French Republic. Now, I never was at Paris, 
as I can prove by the receipts for my board 
and lodging, from the day I entered France to 
that of my leaving it; and, as to the Republic, 
as it is called, I could have no grudge againft 
it; for the tyrants had not given it that-name. 
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when I was fo happy as to bid it an eternal 
adieu. Had I remained a few months longer^ 
I make no doubt that I ibould have had reafon 
to execrate it as every other man^ woman, and 
child has^ who has bad the misfortune to groan 
lander its iron anarchy. 

Some little time after my arrival in this coun- 
try, I fcnt Mr. Jeflferfon, then Secretary of 
Stare, a letter of recommendation, which 1 had 
brought fron* the American Ambaflador at the . 
Hague. The following is a copy of the letter 
Mr. J^eficrfon wrote me on that occafion. 



" Phikdclphiat Nov. 5,th,-i792. 
•^ Sir, 



€4 



'* In acknowledging the receipt of your fa* 
vour of the 2d inftant, I wifti it were in my 
power to announce to you any way in. which 
I could be ufeful to you. Mr. Short's af- 
furances of your merit would be a fufficient 
inducement to me. Public Offices in our 
Igovernment are fo few, and of ^ little va- 
lue, as to oflfcr no refourcc to talents. When 
you fhall have been here fome fmall time, 
you will be able to judge in. what way you 
C4 ^ 
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'« can fct out vk^ith the beft profpcft of fuccefs, 
*• and if I can fcrve you in it, I (hall i)e very 
•* ready to do it. ' 

" I am, 

" Sir, 

^ Your very humble fcrvant, 

** Th. Jifferson." 



I will juft obferve on this letter, that it was 
thankfully received, and that, had I flood in 
need of Mr. Jefferfon's fervices, I Ihould have 
applied to him ; but as that did not appear 
likely to be the cafe, I wrote him a letter (ome 
few months afterwards, retjuefting him to aflift 
a poor man, the bearer of it, and telling him 
.that I fhould look upon the afliftance as given 
10 myfelf. I dare fay he complied with my 
requeft^ for the perfon recommended was in 
deep diftrefs, and a Frenchman. 

With refpeft to the authenticity of this letter 
there can be no doubt. 1 have (hown the ori- 
ginal, as well as thofe of the other documents 
here tranfcribed^ to more than fifty gentlemen 
of the city of Philadelphia, and they may, at 
any time, be feen by any perfon of credit, who 
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wifhes a fight of them* Nor have I confined 
the perufal of them to thofe who have the mis- 
fortune to be deemed ariftocracs. Among per- 
fons of diftani places, I have (hown thenri to 
Mr. Ketlalas of New- York, who, I * mufl: do 
him the juftice to fay, had tfic candour to ex- 
prefs a. becoming deteftation of the bafe outi- 
throat author of the threatening letter fent to 
M^. Oldden- \ • 

I have nbw brought m)7felf to the United 
States, aod have: enabled the reader to judge 
of me fo far. It remrains for me to negative 
.two aflertions which apply to my authoring 
tranfadions : the one is, that ** Mr. Bradford 
^ fui a coat upon my back ;" and the other, that 
1 am, or 'have been, '* in the pay of a Britilb 
*** Agent;/' 

In the nwfnth of July, 1794, the* famous 
Unitarian Doftor,. fellow of the jRijy^/ Society^ 
London'; citizen of Finance,, and delegate to 
the Grande Convention Nationale of- notorious' 
memory, landed at New- York. His landing, 
.was nothing to me, nor to ai^y body elfe ; but 
the fulfome and confequential addreflci^,. fent 
' him by the pretended^'patriots, and his canting, 
replies, at onee calculated to flatter the peo- 
,ple here, and to degrade his country and mine>. 
•was fomething to me. It was my bufinefs,. and 
ihe bufmefs of every man .whos thinks thac- 

• - • ^ c 5. V ' 
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truth ought tQ be oppofcd to malice and hy* 
pocrify. 

When the " Ohferoattam^' on the Emigration 
of this ** martyr to the caufe of liberty'* were 
r^ady for the prefs, I did not, at firft, offer 
them to Mr. Bradford. I knew him to retain 
a rooted hatred againfl: Great Britain, and coif« 
cluded> that his principles would prevent him 
from being inftrumental in the publication of 
any thing that tended to unveil one of its moft 
bitter enemies. I therefore addrefied myfelf 
to Mr, Carey. This was, to make ufe of a 
culinary figure, jumping out of the frying-pan 
into the fire. Mr. Carey received me as book- 
fellers generally receive authors (I mean au- 
thors whom they hope to get but little by) : he 
looked at the title from top to bottom, and thea 
at me from head to foot. — " No, t»y lad^^ fays 
he, " I don't think it will fuit'' — My lad I — 
God in heaven forgive me ! I believe that, at 
that moment, I wiflied for another yellow fever 
. to ftrike tjie ciry 5 not to deftroy the inhabi- 
tants, but to furniih me too with the fuhjea of 
a p^mpblet^ that might- make me rich. — Mr. 
Carey has fold hundreds of the Ob/ervations 
fince that time, and therefore, I dare fay he 
highly approved of them, when he came to a 
.perufal. At any rate, I muft not forget to fay, 
that he behaved honourably in the bufinefs ; 
for, he promifcd not to make known the au- 
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thor, and he cfertainly kept his word, or the 
dilcovery would not have been refervcd for ihc 
montKof June, 1796. This circumftancc, con- 
fldering Mr. Carey's politics, h greatly to his 
. KoQOur, and has almoft wiped from my me- 
mory that contumelious " my lad.'^ 

From Mr. Carey I went to Mr. Bradford, 
and left the pamphlet for his perufal. The 
.next day I went t« him to know his determi- 
nation. He hefitated, wanted to know if I 
could not make it a little m^re popular^ adding 
that, unlcfs I could, he feared that the publifli- 
ing of it would endanger his windows. More 
popular I could not make it. I never was of an 
accommodating difpofiiion in my life. / The 
only alteration I would confent to was in the 
title. I had given the pamphlet nhe double ^ 
title of, ^'The Tartuffe Deleted i or, Ob/trva^ 
** t ions J &c.*' The former was fuppreffed, 
though, had I not been pretty certain that 
every prefs in the city was as little free as that to 
which I was fending it, the Tartuffe DeteSed 
(hould have remained ; for, the. perfon pn 
whom it was bcftowed merited it much better 
than the character fo named by Moliere. 

Thefe difficulties, and thefe fears of the 
bookfeller, at once opened my eyes with re- 
fpeft to the boafted liberty of the prefs. Be- 
caufe the. laws of this country proclaim to thei- 
C 6 
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world, that every man may write and publilh 
freely, and becaufe I faw the ncwfpapers filled 
with vaunts on the fubjeft, I was fool, enough 
to imagine that the prefs was. really free for 
every one. I tia4 not th^ lead idea, that a 
man's windows were in danger of being broken, 
if he publiflied any thing that >vas mi popular* 
.1 did, indeed, fee the words liberty and equalily^ 
the rights c/man, the crimes of kings, and fuch 
like, in moft of .the bookfeller's windows; but 
I did not know that they were put there to favc 
the glafs, as a free republican Frenchman puts 
a cockade tricolor in, his bat to fave his head./ 
I was ignorant of all thck arcana ot tUe liberty 
of the prefs. 

If it had fo happened thatone of the Whiflcey- 
Boys had went over to England, and had re- 
ceived ad4reffes from any part of the people 
there, congratulating him on his efcape from a 
nation of ruffians, and befeeching the L>ord 
that thofe ruffians might* ." tread 'back the 
** paths oi infamy and ruin;'' and if this emi- 
** grating Martyr'' in the caufe of whifk^y had 
echoed back the hypocritical cant, and if he 
and all his palavering addreffers had been de- 
teded and expofed by fome good American, 
in London, would not fuch an American have 
received the applaufe of all men of virtue and 
lenfe ? And what would, or rather what would 
uot^ have been faid here againft the proftituted 
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prefs of Great Britain, hadan Engllth book- 
fcller teftified his fears to publifli the truth, 
left his iwindows Ihould be dJafhed out ? 

The work that it was fea'red would dr^w 
down punlfliment on the publifher, did not 
contain one untruth, one anarchial, indecent, 
iiTimoral, or irreligious expreflion ; and yet the 
bookfeller feared for his windows! For whatf 
Becaufe :it was not popular tnough. A bookfel- 
ler in a defpolic ftate fears to publifh a work 
that is too popular and one in a free ftate fears 
to publifti a work that is not popular Enough . I 
leave it to the learned philofophers of the. 
" Age .of Reafon" to determine in which of 
thefe ftates there is the moft liberty of the prefs; 
for, I muft acknowledge, the point is too nice, 
for me: fear is fear, whether infpired by a 
Sovereign Lord the King,, or by a Sovereign 
People. 

I (hall be told*, that Mr. Bradford's fears 
were groundlefs. It may be fo ; but_'he ought 
to be a competent judge of the mafter ; he 
mu^ know the extent of the liberty of the prefs 
better than I could. He might be miftaken^ 
but that he was fincere appeared clearly from 
^ his not putting his name at the bottom of tHe 
title page. Ev?n the " Bone to Gnaw for the D^- 
tnocrats^'' which did not appear till about fix 
months afterwards, was ^^ Publiflied for the 



j8 THI LIFI QF 

•* Purchafcrs/' It was not till long after the 
public ha4 fixed the feal of approbation on 
thde pamphlets^ that they were honoured with 
the bookfeller's name. It was fomething cu- 
rious that the fecond and third and fourtht 
editions (hould be entitled to a mark of refpeft 
that the firft was not worthy of. Poor little 
innocents \ They were thrown on the parifh 
like foundlings: no foul would own them, <iil 
k was' found that they poffeffed the gift of 
bringing in the pence. Another Angularity, 
is, they got into better paper as they advanced. 
So the prudent matron changes the little dirty 
^gg^d -wench into a fine mademoifelle, as foon 
as flie perceives that the bMux begin, to calfc 
their eyes on hei^. 

But, it is time toteturn, and give the read- 
cr an account of my gains. The pecuniary 
concerns of an author are always the moft 
^ interefting. 

The terms on which Mr- Bradford took the 
^ Ol^/ervaUons^" were what bookre]lerscall/)«i- 
U/hmg it' together. I beg the reader, ifhefpre-* 
fees the poffibility of his becommg an author, 
to recoiled this phrafe well. Pubtijhing it toge^ 
ther is thus managed : the bcrokfeller takes the 
Work, prints it, and defrays all expenfes of 
paper, binding, &c. and. the profits, if any^ 
are divided between him and the authon— — 
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Long after the " Obfcrvatfens" were fold ofF^ 
Mr. Bradford rendered me an account (un- 
doubtedly a very juft one) of the faics. Ac- 
cording to this account, n>y fliare'of the pro- 
fits (my fhare only) amounted to the enormous. 
{nm oi one fiilling and f even-pence half 'penny J cur- 
rency "of the Sate of Pennfylvania (or^ about 
.eleven-pence three farthings fterling), quite 
entirely clear of all deductions whatfoever I 

Now, bulky as this fum appears in wgrds at 
lengthy I prefume, that when 1/74. is reduced 
to figures, no one will fuppofe it fufficient to 
put a coat upon my back. If my poor back 
%vere nbt Too broad to be clothed with luch a 
fum as this, God knows how I (hould bear ail- 
that has been, and is, and is tp be^ laid on.it 
by die unmerciful democrats.. Why ! i/y-f- 
would not cover the back of a Lilliputian ; no, 
jiot even in rags, as they fell here. 

Befides, this clothing ftory will at once fait 
to the ground, when I aflure the reader (and 
Mr. Carey will bear witnefs to the truth of 
what I iay), that, when! offered this work for 
publication, I had as good a coat upon my 
-back, as ever Mr. Bradford or any of his bro- 
ther bookfellers put on in their lives 5 and, what 
is more, this coat was my own. Notaylornor 
ihoemaker ever had my name in his books. 
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After the Obfervations ^ Mr. Bradford and I 
fubtijfjid it together no longer. When a pam- I 
phlct was rtady for the prefs, we made a bar- 
gain for ic, and I took his note of hand, pay- 
able in one, two, or three months. That the 
public may know exadly wliat gains I have 
derived from the puhUcations that iffucd from 
Mr. Bradford's, I here fubjoin a -lift of them> 
and the fums received in payments 





Dels. 


Centsr. 


Obfervations . .. • . 





^^ 


Bone to Gnaw, i ft part , 


. 125 





Kick for a Bite . • 


12a 





Bone to Gnaw, 2d Part 


• 40 





Plain Englifli . . ^ 


. 1.00 





New Year's Gift . . 


. ioo 





Profpedt . . . . 


. 18 


0' 


Total 


403 


21: 



The beft way of giving the reader an idea c£ 
the gencrofity of my bookfeller, is, to ceil him, 
that upon my going ihto buQnefs for myfelf, I 
offered to purchafe the copy-rights of thefe 
pamphlets at the fame price that I had fold them 
at. Mr.. Bradford 's refufing to fell, is a clear 
proof that they vver^ worth more than he gave 
me^ even after they had paflecl through feverat 
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editions. Let it jnot be faid, then, that he put 
a coat'upon my back. 

My concerns with Mr. Bradford clofed 

with ^he ProfpeSl from the Congrefs-^allery^ 

and, as our feparation has, given rife to 

'conje6tures and reports, I "(hall trouble the 

reader with an explanation of the^atter. 

Ipropofed making' a mere coUeAion of 
the debates, with^here and there a note by 
way of remarks; It was not my intention to 
publilh it in Numbers, but at the end of 
-the feflion, in one volume ; but Mr. Brad- 
ford, fearing a want of fuceefs in this form, 
determined onpublifhing in Numbers. This 
wiis^without my approbation, as was alfo a^ 
fubfcription that was opened for the fupport 
of the work. When about half a Number 
was finiftied, I was informed that many gen- 
tlemen had , expreffed their defire, that the 
work might contain a good- deal of original 
matter, and few debates. In confequence of 
this, I w^s requefted* to alter my plan ; I faid 
I would, but that. I would by no means un- 
dertake to continue the worjc. 

The firfl: Number, as it was called (but not 
by me) was publifhed, arid its fuceefs led 
Mr. Bradford to prefs for a continuation. 
His fon offered me, I believe, a hundred 
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dollars a Number^ in place of eighteen ; and^ 
I fliould have accepted his offef> had it noi 
been for a word that efcaped him during the 
converfation. He obferved, that their cuC 
tomers would be much difappointed> for that^ 
his father had pntnifed 2l continuation^ and 
that it Jhould be made very inierejiing. This 
flip of the tongue, opened my eyes at on^e. 
What ! a bookfcUcr, undertake to promife 
diat I fliould write, and that I Ihould write 
to pleafe his cuflomers too I No ; if all His 
€uft(merSj if all the Congrefs with the Prefi- 
dent at their head, had come and Ibl^iciced 
roe ; nay, had my falvation. depended on a 
compliaace^ I would not have written another 
line 

♦ 
I was fiilly employed at this time, Bavii^ 
atranflation on my hands for Mr; MoreauL 
de St. Mery as well as another work which 
took up a great deal of my time ; fo that, I 
believe,. I fhould not have publilhed the 
Cen/br, had it not been to convince the cuf-» 
tomers of Mr, Bradford, that I was not in hi« 
pay; that I was not the puppet and he the 
fhaw-man. That, wharever merits or demerits 
my writings might have, no part of them fell 
to his (hare. : 

When Mr. Bradford found I was preparing 
to publifh a continuation of the remarks on 
' the debates^ he fent me the following note ; 
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« SIR, 

*^ Send me your accotmt and 
** a receipt for the laft publication, and your 
•• money (hall be fent you by - 

Yours>, &C,. 

** THa BRADFORIX" 

« Pfiila. April 2i, 1796. 

To this I returned for anfwcr t 

** Philadelphia, 2 ad Nfarch, 1796^ 

" SIR, 

*' I have the hanouf to pof- 
•* fefs your laconic note; but, upon my word^ 
*' I do not underftand it. The requefting of 
^* a receipt from a perton, before any tender 
'* of money is made, and the noie being 
♦* dated April in place of March; thefe things 
•* throw fuch an obfcurity over the whole,^ 
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" that I defer complying witTi its contents, 
" till I have the pleafure of feeing yourfelf. 

" I am 

*• Your moft obedient 
" Humble fcrvant, 

" WM. COBBETT/* 

This brought me a fccond note, in thcfc 
words: . • 

*' SIR; 

> «* Finding jou mean to purfuc. 

" the ProfpeSfj which you fold to me, I now 
*** make a demand oi ihQ fulfillment of your 
** contradl and if Ironour docs not prompt 
*^ you to fiillfill your engagements/ you may 
** rely on an app/ycalion Ao the laws of my 
*^ couiitry^and make no doubt I fhall there 
** meet you on fuch grounds as vwill convince 
** you I am not to be trifled with, 

** I am 

- "'.Yours, &c. 

« THO. BRADFORD.^ 

^* March 22, 1796. 
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Here ended the cor-refpondence, except that 
il, miglit be faid to be continued for about 
five minutes longer by the hearty laugh, that 
I beftcwed on this correS and polite billet. 

It is fomething truly Angular, that Mr. 
Bradford (hould threaten me with a profecution 
for not writing, juft at the moment that others 
threatened me with a profecution for writing. 
It feemfed a little difficult to fet both at open 
defiance, yet this was done, by continuing to 
write, and by employing another bookfeller. 

* Indeed thefe bookfellers, in general, are a 

'cruel race. They imagine that the foul and 

\ body of every authpr that falls into their 

hands, is their exclufive property. They have n 

adopted "the bird-catchers' maxim: ** a bird 

, ' ** that can fing, and wont fing, ought to be 

I" ' " made to fing." Whenever their devils are out 

j of employment, the drudging goblin of an 

t ' author rnuft (harperf up his peri; and never 

! think of repofe till he is relieved by the arri- 

.. val of a more profitable job. ' Then the wretch 

may remain as undifl:urbed as a fleep-moufe in 

'Winter, -while the ilupid dolt whom he has clad 

and fattened, receives the applaufe. - . 

i '' ■ . ~ 

\ I now come to the aflertion, that I am, or 

have been, in the pay of the Britifh govern- 
ment. 
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In the lirft place the democrats fwear that I 
have been " frccjuently vifitcd by a certain 
** Agent/' meaning I fuppofe Mr. Bond : to 
this I anfwer, that it h an abominable lie. I 
never faw Mr. Bond but three times in my life, 
and then I had bufinefs with him as the inter- 
preter of Frenchmen, who wanted certificates' 
from him, in order to fecure their property in 
the. conquered colonies. I never in my life 
(poke to, correfpondcd with, or even faw, to 
my knowledge, either of, the BritiQi Minifters, 
or any one of their retinue* Mr. Bradford once 
told me, that Mr. Allen, the father-in-law of 
' Mr. Hammond, faid he was acquainted with 
me. If this gentleman did really fay fo, he 
joked, or he told a lie ; for he never faw me in 
his life, that I know of. 

A little while after the New Year's Gift w^s 

Subliflied, ai;i attack was made in the Argus of 
Few- York, on the fuppofed author of it ; in 
confequence of which, this fuppofed author, 
or fome one in his behalf, took occafioh jo ob- 
fcrve, in Mr. Claypoole's paper, that if was 
i^ncandid to attribute to a gentleman of irre- 
proachable charadler, what -was well known to 
be the work of a democrat. I had^ a great 
mind to fay at that time, what I (hall now fay; 
and that is, that let this gentleman be, who. he 
will, I think myfelf as good as he, and of as 
good a charader too } and that, as tojhe dif- 



honcrar attached CO the publication^ I am will- 
ing to take it all to mylelf. 

« 

- It isliard to prove a negative,; it is what no 
man is «xpe£ted to do$ y^t, I think I can 
prove, that the acculatipn of my being in Bri- 
tifti pay is not fupported by one fingle foft, ot 
the lead fhadow of probability. 

When a foreign government hires a writer, 
it takes care thathis labours (hall be diftributed, 
whether the readers are all willing to pay for 
them or not. This we daily fee verified in the 
diftribution of certain blafphemous gazettes, 
which, though -kicked from the door with dif- 
dain, fles in at the window. Now, has this 
ever been the cafe with the works of Peter 
Porcupine ? Were they ever thrufted upon 
people in fpite of their remonftranoes ? . Can 
Mr. Bradford fay that thoufands of thefe pam- 
phlets have ever been paid for by any agent of 
Great Britain ? Can he fay that I have ever 
diftributed any of them ? No ; he can fay no 
-fuch thing. They had, at firft, to encounter 
every difficultyj and they have made their way 
fupported by public approbation, and by th^t 
alone., Mt;. Bradford, if he is candid enough 
to repeat what he told me, will fay, that the 
3ntifh Conful, when he purchafed half a dozen 
of them, inlifted upon having them ^z/ the 
vohotefale ^ic$ ! - Did this look like a dcfire to 
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encourage them? Befides, thofe who' know 
anything of Mr. Bradford, will never believe, 
that he would have lent, his aid to a Britifli 
Agent's publications;, for, of all the- Ameri- 
cans I have yet cunverfed with, he fe^ms to 
entertain the greateft degree of rancour agahnft 
that nation. * 

I have every reafon to believe, that the Bri- 
tifh Conful was- far from approving of fome, at 
leaft, of my publications, I happened to be 
in a bookfelier's fhop, unfeen by him, when 
he had the goodnefsto fay, that I was a *' wi/d 
" fellow/' On which I fhall only obferve, that 
when the King bellows on me about five hun- 
dred pounds flerling a year, perhaps, I may 
become 2l tame fellow^ and hear my mafter, my 
countrymen, my friends, and my parents, belied 
and execrated, without faying one lingle word 
in their defence. 

Had the Minifter of Great Britain employed 
me to write, can it be fuppofed that he would 
not furnilh me with the means of living well, 
without becoming the retailer of my owh 
works? Can it be fuppofed that he would 
have fufFered me ever to have appeared on the 
the fcene ? It muft be a very poor king that 
he ferves, if he could not afford me more than 
I can get by keeping a book-fhpp. An Ani* 
baffador from a king of the Gypfies- could not 
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have adted a meaner part. What ! where wa» 
all the '* gold of PiK?" That gold which 
tempted, according to the democrats, an Amc^ 
rican Envoy to fell hia country, and two-thirds 
of the Senate to ratify the bargain : that goid 
which^ according to the Convention of France, 
has made one half of that nation cut the 
throats of the other half 5 that potent goid 
could nor keep Peter Porcupine from ftanding 
behind a counter to fell a pen-knife or a quire 
of paper? 

Muft it not be evident, too^ that the keep- 
ing of a Ihop would take tip a great part of 
my time. Time that was hardly worth pay- 
ing for at all, if it was not of higher value 
than the profits on a few pamphlets* Every 
one knows that the Cenfor.has been delayed 
on account of my entering into bufinefs; would 
the Minifter of Great Britain have fuffered 
this, had I'been in his pay ? No 5 I repeat, 
that.it is downright ftupidity to fuppbfe, that, 
fie would ever have fufiered me to appear at 
all, had he even felt in the leaft interefted in 
r the fate of my works, or the efFed they mi^ht 
' produce. He muft be fenfible, that, feeing 
I Hht unconquerable prejudices exifting in this 
I cditiitry, my being known to be an Englifli* 
I man would operate weightily againft whatever 
1 might advance. I vslw this very plainly 
jnyfelf; but, as I bad a living to get, and a$ 
D 
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I bad determined on this line of bufhiefs, 
fuch a confideration was nat to awe me in- 
to idleoefs, or make me forego any other 
iadvantages that I had reafon to hope I (hould 
fttjoy* 

The notion of my being in Briti(h pay 
arofe from ipy haying now-and-^then taken; 
upon me to attempt a defence of the cha- 
rafter of that nation^ and of the intentional 
of its government towards the United States. 
But, Mve I ever teazed my readers with this, 
except when the fubjedt neceflarily de-^ 
manded it? And if I have given way to 
my indignation when a hypocritical political 
divine attempted to degrade my country, or 
when its vile calumniator^ called it '< an in-» 
■ fular Baftile,'* what have I done more than 
every good man in my place , would have 
/done? What have I done more than my 
duty : than obeyed the feelings of my heart ? 
When a man hears his country reviled, docs 
it require that he {hould be paid for fpeaking 
in its defence ? 

Befidcs, had my works been intended to 
introduce Britifh influence, they would h%ve 
aflumed a more conciliating tone. Theau«. 
thor wotild have flattered the people' of thiK 
country, 'even in their excefles ; he woul4 



have endeavoured to gain over tBe. enemie« 
of Britain by fmQOth and foothing language % 
he would <* have ftooped to conquer ;*' be 
Would nor, as I have done, rendered them 
hatred for hatred, and fcorn for fcorn. 

Mf writings, the firft pamphlet excepted^ 

have had no other objed than chat of keep-^ 

ing^live an attachment to the Can&icution 

.of the United States and the ineftiniable man 

vho is, at the head of the government, and 

to paint in their true coJours thofe who are 

the enemies of both ; to warn the people, of 

all ranks and defcriptions, of the danger of 

aidmittinp among them, the anarchical and 

blafphemotts principles of the French revo- 

lutionifb, principles as oppoiite to thofe of 

liberty as hell is to heaven. If, therefore, I 

have written at the inftance of a firitifh 

agent, that agent mufl: moft certainly de^ 

ferve the thanks of all the real friends, of 

America. But, fay fome of the half demo- 

crats, what right have you to meddle with 

the defence of our government at all ?-^ 

The fame right that you have to exaft my 

obedience to it, ahd . my contributions to- 

wards its fupport. Several Englilhrten, not 

fo long in the country as I had beep, ferved 

in the militia agaiiill the weftern rebels, and, 

had I been called on, I mud have ferved 

Da 
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foo. Surdy a man has a right tp defend with 
hia pen, that which he may be compelled to 
defend with a mufquet. 

As- to the real> bloody^ cut-throats^ thejr 
carry their notion of excluding me from the 
»(c of the prefs ftUl further. « While" 
(faya one of them) '* WhUe I am a frigid 
^* to the unlimiiid fseedom of the pvx&^ 
*<* when exercifed by tf» American^ lam ft» 
'* implacable foe to its proftitution to a 
'< foreigner^ and ^ould at any time affift ia 
^< hunting out of fociety, any meddling ft^ 
*^ reigner who fhould dare to interfere in 
*^ our policies. I hope the apatbr of our 
** brethren of Philadelphia will no lof^r bfe 
*^ indulged, and that an exemplary ^n^^iiaar 
'* will foon burft upon the head of fuch a 
f^ prefumptuoua fellow...-*-^ Jufiitt^ bomaat^ 
^^ national graiiiHdey all call for it.>. i «< May it 
^' no longer be delayed. 

Are not you, Mr. Swanwiek, thelPrefiifeDt 
of the Emigration Sod^ty? Well, then,' Sir, 
as your inftitution is faid to be fdr the in- 
formation of perfons emigrating from fo* 
Ireign countries, be fo good as to infert the 
Jittle extraft above quoted,* in your next 
difpatchcs for a carjgo of emigrants., fihovt 



PETER PORCtTPIKE. Jj 

all; Sir, be fore to tell thofe wtio are diP- 
pofed to emigrate from England^ thofe mar« 
tyrs in the caufe of liberty ; be fure to 
tell them that this is the land of equal liberty s 
that here, and' here alone, they will find the 
true unlimitted freedom of the prefs, bw 
that, if they .dare make ufe of it, ** juftic^ 
" honour^ national gratitude^ will call %ox cx- 
♦♦ emplary vengeance on their heads."^ 

' • ■ , ' ^ 

I fhoutd not have noticed this diftinftiov 
l>etween ftreigners and Americans^ had I not 
perceived, that feveral perfons, who are, 
generally fpeaking, friends to th^ir country, 
feem to think that it was impertinent in me ^ 
to meddle with the politics- here, bccaufe I 
was an EngUfliman. I would have fhefe 
good people to recolleft, that the laws_ of 
this ci^ontry hold out, to foreigners, an' of- 
fer to all that liberty of the prefs which 
Americans ^BJoy, and that, if this -liberty 
be abridged^ by whatever means it may be 
done, the laws and the conftitution and, 
all together is a mere cheat ;. a fnare to 
catch the credulous and enthufiaftic of every 
other nation ; a downright impofition on 
the world. If people who emigrate hither 
have not a right to make ufe of the liberty 
of the prefs, while the natives have, it is 
very ill done to call this a country of equal 
D ^ 
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liberty. Equate above all epithets, is the 
fnoft improper that can be applied^ to k; | 
for^ if none but Americans have accefs to ! 
the prefs, they are the maiters and foreigners 
are their fubjecls, nay their flaves« An 
iionourable and comfortable fitnation upon 
my word ! The emigrants from fome coun- 
tries may be content with it, perhaps; I 
would not fay, that the " Martyrs in the 
•* caafe of liberty'* from England, would not 
quietly bend beneath the yoke, as, indeed, 
chey are in duty bound to do ; Init, for my 
part, who Imve not the ambidon to afpire 
to the crown of martyrdom, I rouft and 
I will be excufcd. Either the laws (hall 
be altered, or I will continue to avail my- 
felf of the liberty that they held out to ine> 
and that partly tempted me to the country. 
When an z€t . is paffed for excluding Eng- 
liftimen from exlercifipg their talents, and 
from promulgating what they write, then will 
I dcfift ; but I hope, ^en that- time arrives, 
no acft will be paffed to prevent people from 
^migrating back again. 

Before I conclude, it feems neceffary to 
fay a word or two about the^ raiferabk fluff, 
which the democrats have had recourfe to, 
refpeding the infamous letter of Citizen Hint. 
They now pretend^ that I fabricated it my- 
felf, though I have publicly declared, that it 



iN^as ^elivemd kiro my hands hy a gentleman 
of repulatiohi whoiie flame l havctnencioned. 
Can any Qne be (tupid enough to imagine^ 
^hat I would |>articularly at this time, have 
^-un the rifle of. being det^dted in fuch a 
^ftm«ful bwfinefs ? And, : how could it have 
%ieea und^rtlitoeit Avithout running that rifle? 
Had I writt^ it myfelf, ihere woukl have- 
been my hand -writing againft n>e, and. had 
J. employed another, that other might have 
betrayed me i he might hare i ruined me ia 
the opinion of all thofe, whom it is my in- 
.-tcrcft is well as my pridte to be efteemed by ; 
or, at beft, I ibooid have been at his mercy 
ftr ever ifctrwards, . 

Befides the great riik of detedion, let any 
one jlQiK. out; > i£> hfi can^ ? what e^d I could 
propofe to myfelf by fuch a device. As to 
making my iBop and myfelf known, I pre- 
fume I did npt ftan4 iQ '^ced of a fcare-grow^ 
to . effeO: that^. when the kind democrats 
thcttifelres bad publiihed to the whole Unio% 
that I had taken the houfc in which I live, 
/or the purpofe of retailing my ** poifon," as 
they called it, and had even had the candour 
to tell the world, thatl had paid my rent in 
advance. * They afifexft to believe^ fomc^ 

* Xt wis to Mt. FsatnkKis Badie s creditable and iacoiv 
ruptible Gazjette, that I wa^ Jbaddiceil 6>t this volunteer fd- 
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times, that the letter was a mere trick %b 
bring in the pence, and, ia-ooe of their 
lateft paragraphs, they call me a ^^ catch- 
«* penny author/' &ut, let them recoiled, 
that I am now a bookfeller, wliofe trade At 
is to get money j .and if I am driven, to fuch 
(hifts as the Scare-Crow, to ^ a Uving, let 
them reconcile cbi^ circumftaoce with their 
afiercions concerning my being liberally p^ 
by Great Britain. A man in, ^ritifli pay^ 
foiling in " the Gold of Pit/* could cei^ 



▼erdfement. This was generous in a declaitd fee; ^ 
ibcfe wiM not be afbmfhed at die editor's puidoiar, asd 
tolerating prnc'tpUif who are ac^ttainted with the followb|;, 
anecdote* 



Ffom the ^EMropion Magazint, fw SipK 

•« When Voltaire ' arrived at Paris, an Interview took 
«* pkce between him and Franklin. After the firft compU- 
^ ments, vrhich by the way were moce adolative than cosi- 
^* ported with the charader of an American^ and above all 
*' of a ftern Republican, the Do<a9r prefented his grandfbn 
•* to Voltaire, in folicitinfg for him his Uejfing. The philo- 
** fopher of impiety reKmed the plea&ntry 5 and to render 
•** the faice complete, he role from hi$ chair,, and with a 
f ^ patxiarc^hal au*, .laid his hand^ on the head of the childf and 
* lolemnly pronounced, in a loud voice, thefe three words : 
<* Goiii Liberty^ and Toleration. All the pious were (hocked 
*' at the American, whO|^they faid burie%ued Religion ja 
« «fldftg the «8^^ of Voltwrc.'' 



tainljr newr 'be fo reduced as jq venture every 
•thing for the lake of Colle<aing ^ few eleven^ 
f)enny bits. It is the cai^fortune of th«.<fe*. 
mocrats ever to furnifti argument^ againft 
theoifelves. . 

Thofe who fcafon upoa the improfc^ability/ 
^ «h^ democrats fen^jltng che threatning let* 
•c^^ ^.^Adt/reooUcd ti»s exJOraQ; I have aboyf 
quoted from the Jwr^s^ m yfhkh ^he;pe%. 
pie of Philadelphia are called upon to* nnur- 
acr me, and arc told, that " juftise, honour, 
and national gratitude 4cxT^nd it." Is it very 
improbable that ihw, fcipactHe of writing para- 
graphs like this, (hould, upon finding the , 
~ P^^^^^dcaf to their bomurable infmuatiopsi^^t- 
tenipt to intimidate' my landlord by a cut- 
throat letter I 

Their great objeft is to filence me ; to this 
all their endeavours point : lies, threats, fpies 
and informers, every engine of Jacobinical 
invention is played, off. I am forry to tell 
_them, that it is all iri vain, for I am one of 
thofe whole obftinacy increafas with oppo- 
fitition. 

I have now to apologize to my indulgent 
reader, for having taken up fo much of his 
time with fubjefts relating chiefly to myfelf.. 
The taflc, has, to me, been a very difagreeable 
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caei but it "Wis become neceflaryi^ a^ well 
for the ifindjcation'of my-own character as 
for the fatisfaftion of my friends ; yes, in 
fpite of envy, malice, and falfehood, I fay^ 
my numerous and refpeftable friends, who> I 
truft, will be pleafed to find, that there is po* 
thing in the History or Peter Porcupine to 
raife a blulh for the cogimcndations they have 
beflowed on his works, or to render them \ui^ 
worthy of their future fuppdrt«. 



E N D. 
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